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RADIATION PROTECTION INSTRUMENT, 1993

In excrcisc of the powcers conferred on the Provisional National
Defence Council by scction 9A and 10 (#) of the Atomic Encrgy
Commission Act, 1963 (Act 204) this Iastrumznt is made this Sth
day of January, 1993,

1. The Radiation Protection Bourd established under section 9A (1)
of the Atomic Encrgy Commission Act 1963 (Act 204) referred to in
this Instrument as the Board shall cousist of the following persons—

(@) a chairman appointed by the Council;
(p) the Chicf Radiation Oficer appointed under paragraph

12 of this Instrument;

(¢} the Director of the Nationa! Nuclear Rescarch Institute;
(d) the Dircctor of the Ghona Standards Board:
(e) one representative cach of Ministries of Health and

(f

) a

Mobilization rot bejow the tank of & Director;
representative of the Universities in Ghana;

(g) a representative of the Enviromental Proteciion Coutci

not below the rank of w D2puty Director; and

{/1) three other persons, axeinted by the Commission,

2. The Board shall have the following functions—
(a) advise the Commission o matters reluting to radiation
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protection and the disposal of radioactive waste
materials;

initiate and draw up pretection strategics on tadiation;
harmonise the interest of state agancies concernad with
the utilization of radiation;

license usars and  -usooviee ond manitar the use of
iradiating devices and radioactive materials;

ensure that operations relating o irradiating devices and
radioactive materials are carried out without risk to
public health and sufety and that devices, plants,
installations and facilitics are designed, constructed,

calibzrated and operated in accordance with prescribed

standards;

advise the Secretary {or Lands and Natural Resources
on the grant of licences for mining radioactive mincrals;
keep a register of owrers of frradinting devices, radio-
active materials and other sources of lonizing radintion
imported into or manumetured in Ghana n\d of premises
ticenieed to dispose of ruli 5

antive waste; and

- () implement the provisions of this Instrument,
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3. (1) The Board shall meet at least four times in each year at
such places and times as the Chairman may appoint.

(2) The Chairman shall preside at all meectings of the Board
and in his absence a member of the Board clected by the members
present shall preside.

(3) Decisions of the Board shall be by majority votes and in
the cvent of equality of votes, the Chairman or the person presiding
at any meeting of the Board shall have a casting vote.

(4) The quorum for any mecting of the Board shall be five.

(5) Subject to this paragraph, the Board shall regulate the
procedure for its mectings.

4, The Board may appoint such committees as it finds necessary
for the purpose of advising the Board on matters relating to its
functions.

PART HI—CONTROL AND USE OF RADIATION SOURCES

5. (1) Subject to excmiptions that may be prescribed or provided
under this Instrument no person shall—

(@) manufacture or otherwise producc;

(b) possecss or use;

(¢) sell, dispose of or lease, loan or deal with;
() import or export; or

{¢) transport,

any trradiating device
accordance with o licenes ssuxdd

or radionctive material, except under, and in
umder this Instrument.

(2) No person  shall sell an irradiating device or radioactive
material unless at the time of :ul; the purchds"r produces to the
g the purchascr io use thut type of
irradiating device or rudioactive »: mturla.l

1A 1.
vendor a valid licence author

{2) For the purpoase of paragraph (1) an irradiating device or
radioactive material shall be deemed to have been exported when it
is placed on a ship, aircraft, train or any other vehicle within Ghana
for the purpose of cxport,

6. (1) No person shull cause jonizing radiation to be applied to
any other person for the purpase of diagnosing or treating a diseawe
unless the application is presciibed by a medical or dental practi-
tioner registered under the Medical and Dental Decree, 1972
(N.R.C.D. 91).
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v(2) No person shall administer ionizing radiation to another

' person unless the person administering it is in possession of a valid
T licencg issued under this Instrument.

. Notification - 7. (1) A person who sells an irradiating device or radioactive
ofseleof ~ haseria] shall submit to the Board in respect of every sale a written

. irradiatin sVl b
' deviceor®  notice in such form as the Board shall direct.
radioactive . s . . .
material etc, (2) An owner or user of an irradiating device or radioactive

material shall notify the Board in writing of his intention to acquire,
. store, install or use the device or material specifying the purpose
! for which it is required and the type of building or facility where the
device or material is to be stored, installed or used.

(3) An owner or user of a radiation facility shall notify the
Board within a period of one month of any change in the facility
which renders the information supplied by him under sub-paragraph
(2) inaccurate,

Exemptios. g, (1) The radiation requirements prescribsd under this Instru-

T ment shall not apply to patients underpoing medical trcatment by

. exposure to ionizing radiation by or under the supervision of an
T authorised person.

(2) Subject to such exemptions as may be prescribed or in g
licence issued under this Instrument, the standards of radiation
protection to be observed for the purposss of this Insttument shall
be those published by the Board any guidelines established and

. published by the Inteinational Commission on Radiological Pro-
tection, the International Atomic Encrgy Agency or thic World
Health Organization.

v ParT I—LICENSING PROVISIONS

Application 9. (1) A person who owns, purchases, manufactures, acquires,
: . {S‘;Lglg.a imports, sells or dcals. in, stores, uscs, disposes of or exports, any
licence. kind of irradiating device or radioactive material or any other source
of ionizing radiation shall apply in the prescribxd form to the Board

\\\\ for an appropriate licence or for a renewal of the licence.

: (2) On receiving an application for a licence or for a rencwal
I'\' B of a licence, the Board may, on payment of the prescribed feo,
issue to the applicant the appropriate licence or renew the licence.

(3) A licence issued under this paragraph may—

' (a) authorise the licenscc to own, purchase, acquire,
import, ¢xport, possess, cell or deal in, store, install,
use or dispose of, as the casc may be, irradiating
devices, radioactive materials or other sources of joniz-
ing radiation;

—_—



P R

T o o

5

RADIATION PROTECTION INSTRUMENT, 1993

(b be specific with regard to the process, operation or
facility;

(¢) be valid for such period as the Board may determine;

(d) contain such other conditions as the Board considers
necessary to impose for the safc disposal of all radio-
active material resulting from the proposed operation,
process or facility; and

(e) bein such form as the Board shall determine.

(4) A licence issued under this paragraph may-—

(@) be amended at any time on written notice to the holdsr
by the Board, if in its opinion, the amendment is
necessary for the purpose of public safety; and

(b) be suspended or revoked by the Board if the holdsr
fails to comply with the conditions contained in the
licence or laid down in this Instrument or in any
regulations and where a licence is suspended or revoked
the holder shall toke such steps as may bz directed by
the Board to ensure that no radiation hazavds occur,

(5) Licences that are issucd under this Instrument shall bz in
addition to any licence required under any other enactment.

10. The holder of a licencs shall be responsible for ensuring that
exposure to ionizing radiation resulting directly or indirectly from
its operation, conditions of storage, transport or disposal 15 kept as
low as rcasonably practicable and below the prescribad limits.

11. The owicer of a facility shall appoint o porson experiencad
in radiation lcalth and safety measures s o Radiation Safety Officer
within the facility and the person so appointed shall ensure that—

(@) all persons using or workiug the ivctlity are supplied
with at least one monitoring device and any other
protective aceessorics nocassary to carry out radiation
procedures with the lowest possible risk;

() all radiation workers ecmployed within the facility are
given proper instruction on radiation safety measures
and where annual exposure exceed three-tenths of the
dose equivalent limit, reccive medical check-ups at least
once every six months;

(¢} proper careis taken of radioactive wastes if they appear
in the course of the use of radiation sources as describ-
cd in the code of preciice issued by the Board for
protection of persons ¢xposed to ionizing radiation
and that the wastes arc only disposed of in accordanes
with the licence granted for that purpose;
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- (d) expasure records are kept as prescribzd in the code of
practice for users of ionizing radiation; and
(¢) any other instructions that may be issued from time to
time by the Board are implemented.

12. (1) There shall be a Chief Radiation Protection Officer who
shall be appointed by the Commission.

(2) The Chief Radiation Protection Officer shall be the
Director of the Board and shall exercise such powers as are con-
ferred on him by these regulations and as the Commission may
direct.

(3) There shall be appointed by the Commission officers desig-
nated as Radiation Protection Officers.

13. (1) The Chief Radiation Protection Officer or any person
appointed as a radiation protection offiser may—

(@) enter, inspect and examine any premises, container or
any part of it, booth, motor vchicle in or upon which

~he has reasonable cause to believe that an wrradiation
device, radioactive material, or any other source of
ionizing radiation is stored, used, transported or dis-
posed of;

(p) require the production of a licence authorising the use
of any irradiating device, radioastive materinl or any
other source of ionizing radiation or a register or
document kept under this Instrumsznt and inspact,
examinge or take copics of thizm;

(¢) make such cxaminations wnd cnquirics as may bz
necessary to ascertain whether the provisions of this
Instrument are being complied with; and

(d) excrcise such other powers as may be neeessary for
carrying out the provisions of this Instrumznt or any
other guidelines.

(2) Every Radiation Protection Officer shall bz furnished
with a certificate of his appointment signad by the Board or any
person authorised by the Board and when visiting a place to which
the provisions of this Instrument apply, shall, if so required, pro-
duce that certificate to the occupier or person holding a responsible
position of management or control of the facility at the premises in
which an irradiating device, radioactive material or other source of
ionizing radiation are believed to be present or to be actually pre-
sent or exist.

. (3) The Commission shall provide to the Board such officers
and. cmployees as the Board may require for the cffective implemen-
tation of its functions.
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14. (1) An applicant or licensee may within one month of being
given notice of a canccllation, suspension, refusal to graat or
rencw a licence, appeal to the Commission against the cancellation,
suspension or refusal to grant or renew a licence.

(2) The Commission may, on consideration of an appeal
made under sub-paragraph (1) make such order as it considers
proper and such order shall bz final.

15. (1) A person who—

(a) willully obstructs the Chicf Radiation Protection Officer
or any other radiation protection officer in the excrcisc
of his duties under this Instrument;

(b) without reasonable excuse, fails to produce a register,
licence, notice or document whichh he is required by
this Instrument to producs;

{c) wilfully withholds any information as to who is the
owier or responsible for the management of a radia-
tion soures; or

() wiilully prevents or attemipts to prevent any parsovi
from appearing or being examined by a radiation pro-
teciion offier,

15 guilty of an offence and fiable on conviction ta a fin2 not cxceed-
mg (500,000 or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding twelve
months or both,

{2) Notwithsinnding sub-paragraph (1), a person who con-
travenes any of the provisions of this Instrument relating to or in
connection with the importation, posiession, transportation, use or
dispazal of irradiaving devieos. radioactive materials or any other
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licenee is guilty of an offence and liable to Imprisonment for a term
of nut more thin vne vaar,

(3) Any cot oF vmisston which v en offence under tiis in-
strument shali, if done by a body corporate be deemed to be an
offence commitivd by every dircctor, wooretary or manager of the
body corporute unless he proves that the offence was committed
without his consent or connivante and that he exercised all such
diligence to prevent the commission of the offence as he ought to
have exercised having regard to the nature of his functions and the
circumsiances of e case.

(4) If @n offence under this Instrument is committed by &
partner i a fivm, every person who, ot the time of the commission
of the offence was a partner in that firim or vas parporting to act in
thet office shull be deemed to have committed the offence unless he
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proves that the offence was committed without his consent or con-
nivance and that he exercised all such diligence to prevent ths com-
mission of the offence as he ought to have cxercised having regard
to the nature of his functions and the circumstances of the case.

Interpreta-

tion.

16. In this Instrument unless the context otherwise requires—

“authorised person” means o medical practitisner who is
a specialist in radiation medicine, a radiographer, a
radiophysicist or any other person with special know-
ledge in safe handling of radiation sourccs;

“Commission” means the Ghana Atomic Energy Com-
mission;

“Council” means the Provisional National Defence Council ;

“Chicf Radiation Protcction Officer” means the Officer
appointed under ssction 12;

“facility” means an asscmbly of devices, cquipmant, stric-
tures or natural features whether simple or complex,
which serves some specific purpose or perfoms some:
other function;

“ionizing radiation” means gamma rays, alpha and betn
particles, high spsed clectrons, neutrons, protons
and other particles capable of producing ions dirsetly
or indirectly in their passage through matter;

“irradiating device” mezans an apparatus capable of
producing fonizing radiation of a preseribad type2;

“licencs” menns a licence issued under parageaph 9;

“minimum  significant  quantity™ means the quantity of
radioactive material above which administrative con-
trof is required;

“owner” means the person hoving administrative ©
over a radiation sourcs;

“radiation source’ means any irradiating device or v udio-
active material;

“radiation worker” includes any parson potentially expos-
ed to ionizing radiation as a result of his occupzation;

“radioactive material” means any material or substance
emitting lonizing radiation;

“Secretary” means Sccretary for Lands and Natural
Resources.

JERRY JOHN RAWLINGS
Chairman of the Provisional National Defence Council
Date of Gazette notification: 2nd April, 1993. 7
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